
 

2nd Training Course - Venice, 7-12 June 2009 
 

Reducing the Burden of Noncommunicable Diseases: Addressing the Causes of the 
Causes 

 

Programme 

SUNDAY 7 JUNE 

Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti 
Arrival and introduction 

15.00-16.30 Arrival at Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti,  Palazzo 
Cavalli Franchetti, Campo S. Stefano, registration and distribution 
of reading materials 

16.30-18.00 Official opening of the Training Course: 
      Welcome address by: 

- G. Palù, University of Padua Medical School 
- E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe  
- Representatives of the Veneto Region and of the ULSS-12 

Venice 
 Introduction of Faculty & self-introduction of participants 

F. Lirussi, University of Padua Medical School 
E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

 General information for class & brief orientation in regards to 
housekeeping 
B. Bixio, University of Padua Medical School 

 Course presentation 
F. Lirussi, University of Padua Medical School  

18.00 -19.00  
 

State-of-the-art lecture: A Global Action Plan 
F. Adshead, WHO Headquarters Geneva 

19.00-21.00 Welcome reception at Palazzo Cavalli Franchetti 
 
  



 

MONDAY 8 JUNE 

SS Giovanni e Paolo Hospital – Teaching Centre “Canal al Pianto” 
MAIN TOPIC OF THE DAY: Evidence and analysis of the burden of NCD 

09.00-09.30 
 

Reducing the burden of NCD – the scope for intervention  
G. Galea, WHO Headquarters Geneva 

09.30-10.00 
 

Inequity and scope for leveling up 
E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

10.00-10.30 Monitoring and evaluating disease patterns in Venice 
L. Simonato, University of Padua Medical School 

10.30-11.00 Coffee break 
11.00-12.00 
 

The determinants and epidemic of NCD in China 
G. Yan, University of Beijing 

12.00-13.00 The determinants and epidemic of NCD in India  
K.S. Reddy, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi 

13.00-14.00 Buffet Lunch 
14.00-15.30  
 

Group Work: Measure NCD burden and inequities using country 
profiles provided 
Facilitators:  
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz 
L. Simonato, University of Padua Medical School  

15.30-16-00 Coffee break 
16.00-17.00 
 

Plenary: Group work presentations  by participants and interactive 
discussion 
Facilitators: 
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz 
L. Simonato, University of Padua Medical School  

  



 

TUESDAY 9 JUNE 

SS. Giovanni e Paolo Hospital – Teaching Centre “Canal al Pianto” 
MAIN TOPIC OF THE DAY: Prevention and Control of NCD 

09.00-09.20 
 

Introduction: Common modifiable risk factors - tobacco use, 
unhealthy diet, physical inactivity, the harmful use of alcohol  
G. Galea,  WHO Headquarters Geneva 

09.20-10.30 
 

Panel: Comprehensive risk reduction in primary care  
A. Semplicini, University of Padua Medical School 
F. Lirussi, University of Padua Medical School 
A. Zambon, University of Padua Medical School 
S. Mendis, WHO Headquarters Geneva 

10.30-11.00   Coffee break 
11.00-12.20 
 

Panel: NCD interventions 
S. Reddy, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi  
F. Lirussi, University of Padua Medical School  
G. Galea, WHO Headquarters Geneva 
P. Boffetta, International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) 
S. Mendis, WHO Headquarters Geneva  

12.20-13.00 
 

Primary health care as a strategy to reduce inequities in NCD: 
health systems and beyond 
K. Rasanathan, WHO Headquarters Geneva 

13.00-14.00 Buffet lunch 
14.00-15.30 
 

Group Work 
Fit NCD prevention and control into the framework for renewal of 
primary health care 
Facilitators:  
K. Rasanathan, WHO Headquarters Geneva  
E. Lahtinen, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of Finland  

15.30-16.00 Coffee break 
16.00-17.00 
 

Plenary: Group work presentations  by participants and interactive 
discussion 
Facilitators:  
K. Rasanathan, WHO Headquarters Geneva  
E. Lahtinen, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of Finland 

 
 
  



 

WEDNESDAY 10 JUNE 

SS. Giovanni e Paolo Hospital – Teaching Centre “Canal al Pianto” 
MAIN TOPIC OF THE DAY: Addressing the socioeconomic determinants of 
NCD  

09.00-10.30 
 

Workshop on the social determinants of health (1): Report of the 
CSDH  
E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe 
T. Koller, WHO Regional Office for Europe 
S. Friel, University College London 
G. Yan, Beijing University  

10.30-11.00   Coffee break 
11.00-13.00 Workshop on the social determinants of health (2): Case studies 

presentation:  
- The Finnish experience 
E. Lahtinen, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of Finland  
- The Austrian experience  
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz 

13.00-14.00 Buffet lunch 
14.00-15.30 
 

Group Work 
For a given sector outline a strategy for advocating change 
towards healthier options 
Facilitators:  
E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe 
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz 

15.30-16.00 Coffee break 
16.00-17.00 
 

Plenary: Group work presentations  by participants and interactive 
discussion 
Facilitators:  
E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe 
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz 

 
 
  



 

THURSDAY 11 JUNE 

SS. Giovanni e Paolo Hospital – Teaching Centre “Canal al Pianto” 
MAIN TOPIC OF THE DAY: Innovative policies to promote sustainable 
development   

09.00 -09.45 
Economic benefits of improving health 
M. Suhrcke, University of East Anglia 

09.45-10.30 
 

Key areas for action on the social determinants of NCD (1): early 
life, nutrition and agriculture  
S. Friel , University College London 

10.30-11.00 Coffee break 
11.00-12.00 
 

Key areas for action on the social determinants of NCD (2): 
urbanisation, fair trade, labour and social policies 
S. Friel, University College London  

12.00-13.00 How the Veneto Region of Italy is tackling NCD and inequities 
M. Maglio, Veneto Region 

13.00-14.00 Buffet lunch 
14.00-15.30 
 

Group Work  
Outline a briefing for national or sub-national authorities: how 
investing on social determinants can promote development 
Facilitators:  
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz 
S. Friel, University College London 

15.30-16.00 Coffee break 
16.00-17.00 
 

Plenary: Group work presentations by participants and interactive 
discussion 
Facilitators:  
H. Noack, Medical University of Graz  
S. Friel, University College London 

20.00-22.30 Social dinner 
 
 
  



 

FRIDAY 12 JUNE 

SS. Giovanni e Paolo Hospital – Teaching Centre “Canal al Pianto” 
MAIN TOPIC OF THE DAY: Synthesis and take home message   

09.00-9.45 
 

Moving forward: building a strategy for NCD, development & 
determinants 
E. Ziglio, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

9.45-10.30 
 

Conclusions and take home message 
G. Galea, WHO Headquarters Geneva 
F. Lirussi, University of Padua Medical School 

10.30-11.00 Coffee break 
11.00-12.30 
 

Course evaluation 
Feedback on the Course 
Closure ceremony and farewell 

12.30-13.30 Buffet lunch 
 

 

 


